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INTRODUCTION. Studies on the early periods of Islam were mainly presented in
bibliographic data. From the 111/XI century, many works related to the field began to be written.
In this period, along with general studies, the study of the history of a nation or region began to
be prominent. Historians used different methods in this regard, some of them narrated the events
of their countries, while others studied the past of different categories of scholars, poets, famous
officials, or kingdoms.

TabarT’s work “Ta’rikh Al-rusul Wa’'l-muliik” occupies the main place among the books of
Islamic history, and it has a special place as a source that has reached the present day, which is
popular among historians. Tabar tried to connect the bridge between the past and the future by
using the narration style and direct presentation of information. This style of Scholar is
characteristic of the period in which he lived, and it is a fundamental work that historians refer to
as the first ancient source. It is the most important source for subsequent history books, and the
work is valuable for its extensive coverage of events and the presentation of all material.

Materials and methods. If Karl Brockelman's “Ta’rikh Al-rusul Wa’l-mulik” is recognized as
the first world history, Fuad Sezgin says that there was a book “Ta’rikh ” by Haytham ibn “Ad1
(d. 207/821) before Tabar1 [7:519]. Whether Carl Brockelman's view or Fouad Sezgin's view is
correct does not change much. Because there is a closeness between these two works, Tabari
quoted narrations from Haytham ibn ‘Ad1 in his work. For this reason, Tabar1’s work is broader
than Haytham ibn ‘Adi's work, and it is possible to accept Ta'rikh Al-rusul Wa’l-mulik as a
comprehensive world history.

Ibn al-Athir's (d. 630-1233) work al- Kamil fi al- Ta’rikh is one of the most reliable sources of
the Middle Ages, and the preface of the book says, “I am starting my work using TabarT’s
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“Ta’rikh Al-rusul Wa’l-muluk”. I took everything that Scholar wrote, and | did not ignore even
the comments”, he said, acknowledging the importance of Tabari’s work “Ta’rikh Al-rusul
Wa’l-muluk” [3:6].

Ancient legends about the history of different peoples can also be found in the work. For
example, the detailed explanation of the Kayumars legend, which was widespread among the
people of ancient Tiirdn and Iran, is given based on various legends. In the later period,
FirdawsT's (934-1012) “Shahnama”, Al-Birtint's (973-1048) “Al-Athar al-bagiyyah ‘an al-quriin
al-khaliyyah”, ‘Alt Shir Nava’'1's “Ta’rikh muluki ajam” [2:158 ] the details of this legend can be
found in the works.

Abii al-Rayhan Al-BiriinT’s “Al-Athar al-baqiyyah ‘an al-quriin al-khaliyyah” work, Abi Ahmad
ibn Muhammad ibn Miskawayh's “Kitab tajarib al-umam” work, Abu al-Hasan ‘Ali ibn
Muhammad ibn al-Athir's “al- Kamil fT al- Ta rikh” historical sources, such as ‘Alf Shir Nava't's
“Ta’rikh Muluki Ajam”, use “Ta’rikh Al-rusul Wa'l-muluk” as a primary source.

Result and discussion. He got the history of the pre-Islamic Arabs and the ancient history of
Iraq from Hisham ibn al-Kalbi, the old information about the history of Yemen from ibn Ishaq,
Wahb ibn Munabbah and Muhammad ibn Ka'b al-Qurazi. Roman history, the ancient news about
the dissolution of the Roman state and the Byzantine Empire, he wrote based on the Christian
written sources of Syria. Most of the information about Muhammad (p.b.u.h) was taken from ibn
Ishaq, in addition to Aban ibn ‘Uthman ibn ‘Affan (d. 105/723), Urwa ibn Zubair (d. 91-
101/710-720 ) Shurahbil ibn Sa'd (d. 123/741), Miisa ibn ‘Ugba (d. 141/758), ‘Asim ibn ‘Umar
ibn Qatada (d. 120/738) and Ibn Shihab al-Zuhrt (d. 125/742 y.) used the narrations.

Khulafai received the narrations about the Rashidin and Ridda marches from ‘Umar ibn Asadi.
The details of the events of Siffin and Jamal were obtained from historians such as Abii Mihnaf
Azdi (d. 157/774), Mada’in1 (d. 235/850), Waqidi, ‘Umar Shabbi (d. 264/877) and ibn al-Kalbi.
In explaining the history of the Umayyads, he used the narrations of Avon ibn Hakim Al-Kalbi ,
Abu Mihnaf Azdi, Mada’ini, Waqidi, ‘Umar ibn Shabba, Hisham Al-Kalbi, and Ahmad ibn
Zubair. The information on the history of the Abbasids was given by Ahmad ibn Haisama (d.
279/892), Mada’in1, Omar ibn Rashid, Haytham ibn ‘Ad1, and Waqid1 [1:181].

Tabar1 complements many sources on the subject with information about the lifestyle of the
Jahiliyyah Arabs. Importantly, Tabar1 gathered information from many works and enriched it
with new information. In the work, Tabar1 tried to convey a number of important documents
such as letters, appeals, and official statements for the next period. Most of these documents
were preserved in the work of TabarT and served to bring them down to the present day. Tabarf,
who occupied an important place in Islamic historiography, used various artistic texts, such as
poems and sayings, typical of the period of Jahiliyyah, and mainly used this style to illuminate
the historical processes before Islam. He presented the events of the early Islamic period in a
series of years [8:258-259].

Scholar tried to get the information from the nearest sources. Tabarl expresses the following
opinion about this: “Each nation knows its ancestors and lineage well and understands it better
than others” [5:154]. The letters, dialogues, speeches and poems presented in the work are
described using artistic techniques, which, while directly attracting historians, has a special place
for literary scholars.

By studying the works of Tabari, we will have the opportunity to study the views and styles of
scholars. Tabari, in the preface of "Ta'rikh Al-rusul Wa’'l-mulik" wrote that "in the
interpretation of the work, he mainly presented historical events in the form of reports and
information from narrators, and in very few places he made conclusions, because of this, he
could not testify to the events of the past, and it was conveyed through narrators, and it is less
important in terms of importance. He points out that he did not dwell on important historical
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events, and that he presented the messages from the narrators as he saw fit [5:7-8].

In the work, the author told most of the news based on the narrators and presented them as they
were. In some places, he used phrases such as "He wished to remind me that it was not | and that
it was only | who was conveying it," and left it to his reader to analyze the material of the
narrative along with the information he found to be correct.

It is clear from the above opinion of Scholar that he applied the principle of direct transmission
of materials on historical events without turning them into a topic of discussion. The
characteristics of the narration of historical events of that period were based on two principles,
that is, witnessing a historical event and providing information from it, or conveying messages
through narrators.

Tabar1’s method of telling historical events is typical of the method of Hadith scholars, and the
similarity of these two fields is that the transmission of information is based on narration [8:257].
In the introductory part of the work, Tabar1 says that the accuracy of the information depends on
the reliability of the narrators. It also tries to get information from eyewitnesses of every
important event. It tries to convey all the chains of isnads that come in several ways. It
emphasizes that there is an opportunity to get more information about the events.

In the period when the work was written, the influence of science was related to the extent to
which hadiths were acquired in society, and hadiths were widely used in everyday life. In the
period when the work was written, the influence of science was related to the extent to which
hadiths were acquired in society, and hadiths were widely used in everyday life.

He cites many narrations on the basis of the principle of impartiality, which is considered
important for the historian, avoiding the various influences of the stray currents that were
widespread at that time, such as Shi‘ah, Rafidah, and Mu‘tazilah. He presents each of his
narrations without giving precedence to the other and leaves it to the reader to draw conclusions.
Shakir Mustafa comments on this style of scholar: “Due to his piety and attention to knowledge,
Tabar1 presents information about the history of Islam based on impartiality and determination”
[8:256].

In preparing his work, TabarT used information from books of tafsir and syrat, especially ibn
Ishaq's “Strah” and Wahb ibn Munabbih's book “Kitab al-Mubtada”. ‘Abd Allah ibn Mugqaffa’
and Hisham Al-Kalbi used historical information about the history of Persia.

Narrations in the Sirah section of TabarT’s history mainly give information from ibn Ishaq's
"Kitab al-Maghazi" and narrate narrations from narrators who witnessed the event. TabarT tried
to get historical information directly from people who are old and close to the original source.
Although Tabari narrated from Hisham, Ibn Hisham died in 218/833, 20 years before Tabari’s
birth, so it shows that he used his books.

Tabari pays more attention to covering political events in his work. In this regard, the lIraqi
historian Jawad “Alf explains this style of scholar as follows: Tabari, like many historians who
write general history, focuses on political history. It was influenced by the spirit of the time he
lived in. Tabari widely used the views of historiography, the Arabs and the Gentiles, especially
the Christian religion. In particular, the information about the Christian religion was widely used
to illuminate the important aspects of world politics in the Middle Ages. Caliphs, kings and
sultans rule over the people based on a single ideology, and public opinion has been focused on
since the 18th century [1:175-176]. So, Tabari also provided information based on the
characteristics of that period and the stability of political views.

Also, Jawad “Ali continued his opinion and said that the main part of TabarT’s life was in the
important regions of that time, that these regions he visited were the cultural centers of the
ancient East, he went to the ancient pilgrimage sites of that time, he began to write a historical
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work that collected the knowledge and historical narratives, related to other history, managed to
provide details that are not found in the works, but does not provide information about the
ancient stepping stones typical of that period [1:170].

This style is also characteristic of scholars, and the author explained in the introduction of his
work how he describes historical events and mentioned that he only provided geographical
information when presenting information about the boundaries of the caliphate [5:6]. At the
same time, in some places, the biographies of the caliphs, sometimes give information about
their family life, children, virtues, and shortcomings. According to the information about the
history of the caliphs, based on the long or short period of their rule, they tried to provide
information in comprehensive or short lines in the narration of historical events.

This style of TabarT is unique, the narrations are affected by various factors such as memory loss,
and personal and religious views, and it is difficult to say that these narrations are correct without
going through the process of criticism or selection. This avoids the fact that he expresses his
opinion without criticizing the narration specific to the event, and increases the unreliability of
the given narrations.

Another feature of TabarT is that he presents narrations without any changes. This is one of the
factors that show the scholar's scientific ethics. When presenting information, Scholar pays
attention to the main persons in the chain of narrators - the narrators. In doing so, it seeks to
obtain information from reliable narrators, placing greater emphasis on the reliability of narrators
than on narrations [7:519].

TabarT is recognized as a reliable narrator of most of the narrators that he narrated directly in the
work “Ta’rikh Al-rusul Wa’'l-multik”. The narrations related to the Sirah given in the work
provide a lot of information related to the science of " Jarh wa At-Ta'deel” which is considered a
part of the science of Hadith .

TabarT was a muhaddith who started his scientific career from the science of Hadith , and in
collecting and analyzing historical narratives, he explained historical events based on the method
of muhaddiths. Muhammad Fath ‘Uthman expresses the following thoughts about the history of
Tabart: “Tabar1 enters the field of history through the doors of interpretation and Hadith, so he
narrates historical events through narrators” [4:167].

The words that TabarT used the most in quoting narrations are the words "haddasana" and
"hadasana”, and the use of these words has gained special importance in the narration of the
narrations. For example, Ibn Muthanna quotes two narrations describing the names of
Muhammad (PBUH) [6:178]. In the first, he used the word "haddasani" (he told me), and in the
second "haddasana” (he told us), trying to express the uniqueness of these two messages.
According to the first expression, it indicates that he alone received the message, according to
the second expression, there are others along with him.

Conclusion. TabarT wrote the pre-Islamic history of the Prophets based mainly on ibn Ishaq,
Wahb ibn Munabbih's Kitab al-Mubtada, ibn Mugqaffa‘s translated books in Persian and Arabic,
and Ibn Hisham's information, while he wrote Greek history from Damascus Christians, Jewish
history from Israeli traditions and Jewish Received from Torah scholars. Pre-Islamic Arab
history is based on the information of Muhammad ibn Ka'b al-Qurazi, Wahb ibn Munabbih,
Hisham ibn Al-Kalbi , and Ibn Ishaq. Tabari often does not express his reaction to historical
events, he rarely expresses his opinion, his religious views, and scientific objectivity helped him
to be neutral about historical events.

Tabari tried to pay attention to the related aspects between Hadith and history. Because the
history of Islam was first written by muhaddiths, and the connection between history and Hadith
was expressed through sanad. Tabari was educated in the science of Hadith since his childhood,
and this science had its influence his position in the field.
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The use of isnad in the acquisition of historical narratives began to weaken over time and was
almost not used by some historians such as Ibn Qutayba, Abti Hanifa Dinawari, and Ya‘qubi.
This method was revived by Tabarl. Because Tabari, while writing the original of each event,
tried to attribute it to his witness or at least to a contemporary who received it through a
continuous chain of narrators.
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